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Press Note 

Public Advisory on Spurious Drugs – Raids Conducted by DCA 

Press Note No. 45/DCA/2025                                                         Date: 12-05-2025 

Public Advisory 

Spurious drugs are a major threat to public health. Spurious or 

counterfeit drugs are falsified medicines manufactured by anti-social elements, 

concealing the true identity of the product and made to resemble another drug 

of a reputed company, especially a popular brand, with the intent to deceive 

the public and cash in on the popularity of the original product. Spurious drugs 

may even bear the details of a manufacturer who does not exist, i.e., a 

fictitious company. 

Spurious drugs may contain no active ingredient (commonly referred to 

as ‘nil’ medicine, often consisting of substances such as chalk, corn starch, or 

potato starch), or the wrong active ingredient (for example, Amoxycillin 

Capsules may contain Paracetamol instead of Amoxycillin), or an incorrect 

amount of the correct active ingredient (for instance, Amoxycillin Capsules 500 

mg may contain only 50 mg of Amoxycillin). Some spurious drugs have also 

been found to be toxic in nature, containing either fatal levels of the wrong 

active ingredient or other harmful chemicals. 

Spurious drugs place the patient’s health at grave risk. These drugs not 

only fail to cure the disease but, over time, result in disastrous consequences 
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for the patient. They also lead to a loss of confidence in medicines, healthcare 

providers, and the overall health system. 

Spurious drugs, by their very nature, are difficult to detect as they are 

often deliberately designed to closely resemble genuine products, sometimes 

appearing almost visually identical. 

Verification of QR Code / Bar Codes on Drug Formulation Brands — Public 

Awareness Advisory 

The Government of India has implemented a vital authentication 

mechanism as an anti-counterfeiting measure to safeguard public health and 

ensure the availability of genuine medicines in the market. 

In this regard, the labelling provisions under the Drugs Rules, 1945 were 

amended and have come into force with effect from 1st August, 2023. 

As per the amended provisions: 

 Manufacturers of drug formulation products listed under Schedule H2 

(comprising 300 top-selling formulation brand names – List Attached as 

Annexure) shall mandatorily print or affix a Bar Code or Quick 

Response (QR) Code on their labels. 

 This Bar Code / QR Code must store data readable through a software 

application to facilitate authentication of the drug product. 

The stored data or information shall mandatorily include the following 

particulars: 

1. Unique Product Identification Code 

2. Proper and Generic Name of the Drug 
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3. Brand Name 

4. Name and Address of the Manufacturer 

5. Batch Number 

6. Date of Manufacturing 

7. Date of Expiry 

8. Manufacturing Licence Number 

Example: Product Authentication through QR Code Verification 

THYRONORM 25 mcg Tablets 

   

On scanning the QR Code on the product, it redirects to the authentication link: 

abbott.psverify.com/21/HPK967JBE 
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Thyronorm 25 mcg - Product Authentication by QR Code verification 

  

Public Advisory: 

 The general public, hospitals, pharmacies, and other healthcare 

stakeholders are hereby advised to verify the Bar Code / QR Code 

details on the labels of Schedule H2 formulation brands (300 Brands 

indicated in the Annexure) before purchase or administration. 

 This initiative aims to curb the menace of spurious / counterfeit drugs in 

the market and protect the health and safety of citizens. 

 Consumers are encouraged to report any suspicious or unverified drug 

products lacking proper Bar Code / QR Code labelling or those displaying 

mismatched details to the Drugs Control Administration, Telangana. 

 Note: QR Codes indicating the Batch Details are mandatorily required 

only for the 300 formulation brands listed in the Annexure, 

manufactured on or after 1st August, 2023. 
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How to report suspected spurious drugs: 

Information regarding suspected spurious drugs may be reported to the 

officials of the Drugs Control Administration, Telangana, either through 

their contact numbers or via the DCA Toll-Free Number. 

In case of suspicion that a product is fake or spurious: 

 You may report to the local Drugs Inspector or the Assistant Director, 

Drugs Control Administration. The contact numbers and office addresses 

are available on the Drugs Control Administration, Telangana website at 

https://dca.telangana.gov.in/ under the ‘Key Contacts’ section.  

 
 

 The DCA Toll-Free Number 1800 599 6969 is functional from 10:30 AM 

to 5:00 PM on all working days. 

Raids Conducted by DCA 

Officers of the Drugs Control Administration, Telangana, are working 

relentlessly to detect the movement of spurious drugs in the market and are 

making every effort to keep the State of Telangana free from spurious drugs. 

DCA has maintained a vigilant stance, actively monitoring and 

intercepting the movement of spurious drugs within the State. Acting on 

intelligence gathered by DCA officials, several spurious drug rackets have been 

busted in Telangana. Since December 2023, through a series of raids, spurious 

drugs worth Rs. 1.73 crores have been seized from the market and unlicensed 

premises. 

DCA has taken stringent action against the menace of spurious and 

counterfeit drugs through sustained and coordinated operations. 

https://dca.telangana.gov.in/
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 In December 2023, DCA Telangana seized spurious anti-cancer drugs 

from a godown located in Machabollaram. 

 During the years 2023 and 2024, the DCA Telangana busted rackets 

involving the entry of spurious drugs into Telangana State from Kashipur 

in Uttarakhand, and from Ghaziabad and Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh, 

routed through courier services. 

 In raids carried out at Dilsukhnagar in December 2023 and January 2024, 

spurious / counterfeit medicines falsely labeled in the names of reputed 

pharmaceutical companies were detected and seized. The seized drugs 

included Rosuvas 10 Tablets (used for the treatment of high cholesterol) 

— falsely labeled as manufactured by Sun Pharma, Telma H Tablets and 

Telma 40 Tablets (used for the treatment of hypertension) — falsely 

labeled as manufactured by Glenmark Pharma, Monocef-O 200 Tablets 

(an antibiotic) — falsely labeled as manufactured by Aristo 

Pharmaceuticals, and Chymoral Forte (used to relieve pain and swelling) 

— falsely labeled as manufactured by Torrent Pharma. 

 DCA officials also seized three varieties of counterfeit antibiotics during 

these raids, which were falsely labeled as manufactured by ‘Meg 

Lifesciences, Palli Gaon, Sirmour, Himachal Pradesh,’ a fictitious and 

non-existent firm. 

 In December 2023, the DCA uncovered a spurious drug manufacturing 

unit at Moosapet, Hyderabad, which was illicitly manufacturing spurious 

anti-ulcer medicines in the name of a Punjab-based company, without a 

valid drug license, under the guise of a food supplement manufacturing 

facility. 
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 In February 2024, the DCA conducted an inter-state operation in 

coordination with the Commissioner’s Task Force, Hyderabad, and 

Malakpet Police, leading to the busting of a spurious drug manufacturing 

unit at Kotdwar, Uttarakhand. The unit was found manufacturing 

counterfeit medicines of reputed pharmaceutical companies and 

distributing them to several states, including Telangana. 

 In July 2024, during a joint operation with the Police Department, 

another spurious drug manufacturing unit at Doolapally, Medchal-

Malkajgiri District was busted. 

 In November 2024, the DCA seized spurious antibiotics at Karmanghat, 

which were falsely claimed to be manufactured by ‘Geenac Pharma, Plot 

No. 582, Raipur, Bhagwanpur, Roorkee, Uttarakhand-247667,’ a 

fictitious and non-existent firm. These spurious drugs were shipped from 

Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh. 

 Based on intelligence gathered, the DCA conducted raids at multiple 

dealer locations in Hyderabad, detecting spurious drugs — counterfeit 

versions of ‘Vertin 8’ Tablets (Betahistine Tablets IP 8 mg), ‘Vertin 16’ 

Tablets (Betahistine Tablets IP 16 mg), and ‘Montek-LC’ Tablets 

(Montelukast Sodium and Levocetirizine Hydrochloride Tablets) — 

circulating in the market. 

 On 27th June 2024, a raid at Sultan Bazar, Koti, Hyderabad, led to the 

seizure of counterfeit Vertin 16 Tablets (Batch No.: RBIB23006), 

falsely claiming to be manufactured by Abbott India Ltd. 

 On 27th June 2024, a raid at Moosarambagh, Hyderabad, resulted in 

the seizure of counterfeit Vertin 8 Tablets (Batch No.: RBIA23009) 
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and Vertin 16 Tablets (Batch No.: RBIB23006), both falsely claiming 

Abbott India Ltd. as the manufacturer. 

 On 31st December 2024, a raid at Santosh Nagar, Malakpet, 

Hyderabad, uncovered a counterfeit batch of Montek-LC Tablets 

(Batch No.: SIE1911A), falsely labeled as manufactured by Sun 

Pharma Laboratories Ltd. 

 On 18th March 2025, a raid at Second Bazar, Secunderabad, led to the 

seizure of another counterfeit batch of Montek-LC Tablets (Batch 

No.: SIE1910A), also falsely bearing Sun Pharma’s name. 

As part of intensified enforcement measures against the menace of 

spurious drugs, the Drugs Control Administration, Telangana, conducted 

surprise raids on 7th May 2025 at the residences and known premises of 

habitual offenders. Special team of officers raided multiple locations belonging 

to offenders who were previously involved in spurious drug cases. No stocks of 

spurious drugs were found at any of these premises. However, the department 

emphasizes the importance of conducting periodic raids at such locations to 

instill a healthy fear and deter future offences. 

Additionally, as part of a Special Drive in the GHMC area on 7th May 

2025, a total of 90 medical shops were inspected to detect counterfeit and 

spurious drug batches. While no spurious drugs were detected during the 

inspections, other violations of the Drugs Rules, 1945, were found in 17 shops. 

Show Cause Notices were issued to these firms, and departmental action will 

follow as per regulatory provisions. 

The Drugs Control Administration conducted a Special Drive on 12th  

May 2025, specifically focusing on the QR Code verification of 300 
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formulation brands in the market that are susceptible to counterfeiting. A 

total of 296 shops were inspected on the same day to detect for 

counterfeit/spurious batches of these formulations. 

Six suspected counterfeit batches were detected during the special 

drive conducted on 12th May, 2025, and the stocks were frozen. Further 

investigation will be conducted, and action will be taken against all offenders 

as per the provisions of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act. 

The Drugs Control Administration will continue to conduct surprise raids 

at sales outlets. These raids will mandatorily include QR code verifications and 

enhanced surveillance measures to strengthen vigilance against counterfeit 

drugs, thereby ensuring public health and safety. 

The general public is advised to verify the Bar Code / QR Code details on 

the labels of Schedule H2 formulation brands (300 brands listed in the 

Annexure) before purchasing from medical shops or pharmacies. 

Let us join hands in ensuring the availability of genuine and quality 

medicines. 

 

Date: 12-05-2025 SHAHNAWAZ QASIM, IPS 

                                                                                                   DIRECTOR GENERAL 

   

 

 Annexure Enclosed  
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Annexure: Schedule H2 – 300 Formulation Brands – QR Code Verification 
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